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Christmas Diiy.
"When the pagan foitiv.-i- l of Yule was

4turned,inU the Cliri&t-iii.-is- s, tlie liijili festi-

val or the Christian year, it is quite
that the people who hupeniitcmlpcl

Ihe chnngc did not anticipate that they
were Riving to the woild the most truly
ethical and religious holiday of the Avhol- -

calendai. Whatever pomp and feremon..-'lia-
s

clu"tered about the observance of
Christmas, however elaborate or however
himple that obbervance might be, there

has always heeii as its core and center

the thought of foniethmp higher and finer,
purer and sweeter, than the ordinary work-

aday life: something, moreover, which is
not ti Ik kept apart as .sacred, or adornl
as umeaehable, but is to lie brought n.o
common human existence to sweeten and
enrich its meaning. It is, in short, the
inobt human ah wll as the most spintu.il
of all church festival., and the one which
appeals most strongly to ordinary hum in
people

As a matter or Tact, Christmas isalmost
the only day ou which this luihtling

American business world of. ours is brought

to a pause. It is the only day on which
people axe actually ashamed to be selfish.
They con cheat their brethren, and ovr-reac- h

the Mmple.aiulcru5.il down the weak,
and fight and grab aud claw for the largest

hare of thf ducats and the biggct space

of advertising and the highest place inthc
synagogue. 3G4 days in the year, but on
Christmas Day it takes a very mean
man, indeed, to refrain from Jetting out

his puise-string- opening his heart, and
Mftening his voice and his temper. At
Chnstn as time people by some occult
influence stop calculating how they may
tave a ppnny, andalthough they almost in-

variably find that they have spent about
twice as much as they expected, there is
not much grumbling, at any rate, till the
ltoliday it surely over. They are, in fact,
tanking ies about what they arc to get
tlMin about what they can give, and ac-

tually, for this-- one day in the year, try
to mike others have a good time without
thinking whether or not it will pay.

Thoreaiua great iiianyrecfclct niort.ii!1

who would not mind ha ing Chriitma s 1 ja y

more tlian once a year.They like toconsider
their ueighborsand look outforsomebod; !

thciuselcs and rplll money around
now and then without thinking whether
it will conic back to trem double, tmt

the spiritof the time forces them into Mep

with their legiineut, and they restnin
Uicir generot-ityo- nir.t occasions wit hi he
argument that generosity would be bid
business. But on Christmas Day this
argument eeems to lose its saAor- - Een
the political economists who cc me to the
lesene or the mean man and the confusion
of the philanthropist cery now and tli'ii
with the argument that giving demoralize--.th- e

pool, are willing that the poor thouid
be demoralized once a year, or if tl'.y are
not willing they keep Mill about it, f'T
nobody-woul- listen to them longenougUio
know .vliat the coni eration was about- -

And eo we all go around in a i il,
blunder-heade- liance,
walking into people without knowing it.
being jostled and hustled "Without resent
ing it, and feeling more delighted er
being allowed to pend our money wi'lio'-- t
being aluiMul lor extravagance than we
can pofcMihlv feel on any otler day of the
year.

Christinas is a titno of divine uureau,
which nmy prove only a higher ind holier
wisdom, if we ever stop knocking each
other alKjut for a little while so that we
can ttiitU the matter over- - It may be that
the millennium which many people de-

voutly desire, and at which other people
score wilt a more or less Jovial .skepticism.
Is only an ira arranged on the principle of
Santa Claus, a time when for that saying

u is the first law or
shall be substituted that other,
is the first and the last law or

nniions' At any rate, we have Christ-

mas Day, and this little leaven may In
time leaeu the whole big, heterogeneous
lump.

The New Law Against IVes'in.
Time was when the poet, the artist, the

scientist, or the ev-ayi- could say with per
feet truth that he owned the earth. lie
might not have asilvorplece with which to
cross the palm or a rortunt-tclle- r, he might
not hold In fee a square foot at land, but
nevertheless he owned, by a uVine right,
the woods and fields ovei which lie ranged
--.villi alert fancy niid omniscient eye. And
from those riehb though they mlht be

covered wilh stubble and those woods,
""hicti might be the most barren of niney

fields or the most desolate or swamps, ne
gathered a fortune or ethereal yet vary
real qualities. Even the tagged, Rip-Va- n

Winkle vagabond was free to range over
our Am- - term estates, and dream his happy
dreams, and enjoy the sun and the wind,
and She frtmiliai sights and sounds or na,

tuns in bis f ore yr less intelligent fashion.
Bur a new era hasdawned upon thcAvorld,

as they sav in Fourth of July orations,
andinsonie parls'jf our laud they now prose-

cute people for trespass. The other day a
Long Island clergyman was hauled into
court for'trespassing on a field which was
of no present use to anybody, and the per-

son who 1 lao. him a nested was not even
theov nei i th? field; lie wasonly a lessee.
It is not claimed that this clergyman was
stealing hens, or dlgginu up the grass, or
carrying away an undue portion or tli.
eartn on the sole of Ids Toot. II e was sim-

ply trespassing; he was walking on land
which was not his own by light or pur-

chase or lease. II e was taking a short cut
to lb" place where be wanted to go, per-

haps oi some ei rand or necessity or mercy;

but heretolore it hah heen allowable for a
man to takea slu rtcut across a field notin
ue, II" he Aav meielv on Kome business
or Ins own. He might li going to iclicve
distress iti tin- - hous? (r the poor, or cure a
case ot g ut in the hous if the rich, or to
hunt a job, or to sool.i his wire; he coul 1

not be arrested rorllnt. Of course, it is
not denied that the man has a light to
claim dr.maes foi injury done his grow-

ing cnqK he has i nght f lie in wait Toi

boys who c(.me to steal his watermelons
or he can, if he is fond ol" hunting, mil
there is a scarcity iT foxes and hedgehogs

and chi l ii. links, ptosecutc jiople who
shoot hi." roses, oi his wood
chucks, 'flat i excusabU'. Hut thid
practice ot lasting tnspass notices over
bairei: and locky pastutes and field& of
stubbl is not sensible. It is English, to
Je sure; but it should b? riinembered tlut
in England, wnile men must not trespass
on the fiiiily kept lawns of the rich and
great, aud their Neeided walks, and their
ancestral gne', a fox hunt can ilde all
over a pool n aus crop, aud spoil it, if the.

fox happen" t eo that way. We do not
want that kindof civilization here.

The Chinese. Mission,
ir any oi'e thlna more than another i

nianifeet. in coi.nrction with our roreitri
rclatiuns, It is that, just at present, the
diplomatic mission nujt imjiortant to .is
Is t hut to China. A s'luatioa exists ther
wliieli nienaccs American interests in the
extreme. TPat we have lirge and

ones is notorious enough, and
their protect ioi. will demand the greater
care and wisdom on the part oT our repre
seiitative, lnvauss we are estopped
)iir principles' ami historic policy fro n

hiehling them as Curopean nitio is d
thelri. by tin acquisitions ot u. port Hid

territory willuii I he empire We shond
say right here, however, that, knowing t ur
friendwlii anil our settled determf-iatioi- i

to confine our plleK or influence :nd
domination to tile AVstern Hemisphere. H

might be v. ell. both Tor China and s if

the former would give us a coaling St it on
for our flet In Asiatic waters; inre, in
the future v.c might lie eompelled to sta..
away in consequence of unfriendly illa-

tion witti powers controlling avul.ible
coaling stntions; but that cuiividera io.i fs

not the iiolnt oT th present argument.
It apparK thtt. in compliment to th

or Mi . G tge. .Mr. McKinley Is iii'ls'-en- l

that Mr- - I'ry.m, or Chicago, shall be
sent as minister to Cltlra. L'nder ordinary
eonditioUh we io tmt know that the nom!
nation would b subject toseriousobjectioi!.
As Tar as we know Mr. Uryan- Is a joung
gentleman of intelligence, and the cultiva-
tion neeesaiy to proper representation jf
liiscounlrj in a diplomatic position. But
we do object tl at. considering the gravo

and even mtnacing situation in the far
East, we ought to have at I'c'-cl- a
minister or diplomatic Mantling and ex-

perience. Avell versed in Chinese afrairs,
and one who has beon intimately con

nected with the history and details or the
relations between that exniilre and our own

Government
When that has been said, there hardly

is an Aimiican connect'tl Aith national
affairs who will not at once lie reminded
t.r the Bon. ,T.bn W. Foster. The

r tate is about the most ac-

complished diplomat at the oiunmiid otthi
preent Administration. Bis knowledge of

the Celestial Empire, is ureaL and his erjdit
witli its government and leading men is
unlimited. He has lien theie, and his been
directly insttumental in promoting the
good undei standing which today subsists

between tin countries. His grasp of af-

fairs and his experience render him ex-

ceptionally (unliried to look after our in
terests and rights in respect of trade, aud,
beyond that, as si strict religionist, he
heartily is in with our mis-

sionary interests, wh'ch must not be ignored
in any policy u action that wc may ba
compelled to adopt or take.

Cannot President McKmley give some

other place to the estimable young as-

pirant from Illinois, and send Mr. Foster
to China?

Sni;u.ln Ai'pruls to CnfMir.
A gieat deal or siapri-- e and Some indig-

nation wiil be excited in America beeaitEC

or the if poii that Senor Sagasta, being en-

couraged b past raors, has determined to

demand or President McKmley that he sup-

press the ,ieoliitioii.iry societies"' which
arepio'-idingth- e pitnotarmyin Culia with
the nieans to adiiee the independence of

their country.
With coi sideraMe feivor Ave rvsh to the

defeiis- - or Scno.r Sagasti. The logic of
the position he takes in this matter is

Considering that he has been
able 1 (.umniil tie Republican Adminis-
tration to the hIimiic of Cuban autonomy,
which, as jts author, he has admitted to be
without authority in Spanish laAV, aud
otherwise, a tnaje and a mud. Avhy should
h" i.ot belieAe that he can go a step farther
and )rcvajL--upon"M- r. McKinley to sup-

press Hie uia'ienable light or ji ericau oiti-yen- s

to sell and ship their commodities in
the people of any place within the domin-

ion or a l ation with which wcare at peace,

aud in AviuchbothSpainamUhe Administra-
tion declare that 'a statu or Avar" does
not exist?

f?cnorPagastai-qtiiteright- . Hchaserery
reason to boliee that a gwernment capa-

ble or defiing American traditions and pre-

cedents, and the plain precepts of interai-tiona- l
1: aa. and ot using its "avy to aid

European despotism in subjugating a
neighboring American people Avhoarcstrug-glin- g

for political freedom on cen greater
grounds than wc had for our Declaration
of Independence, can be counted on to give
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another turn to the screw of active
to the cause of Spanish oppression,

rapiuc and butchery.
"When the demand Bhall cotne consistency

AVill ccmpel Mr. McKinley to attempt its
acceptation and enforcement, with all the
influence and poAver with which the

bondholders, the Sugar Trqst
and a Spanish speaker or the House of

have endoAved him.

A l'oein o the Season.
"We haA"c set our races'witb great firm-

ness against the Christmas poet, but Ave

are utterly unable to resist the offer
which comes to us in the communication,
subjoined.

KashA-ille-
, Tenn., Dec. 10, 1807.

Dear Sirs:
We take the liberty of submitting to you

a piece, which, Ave trust, may prove
suitable for J'o'ir Christmas Issue. IT it
meets Avith your requirements, and you
de&irc the privilege oT using it, we are
willing that you yourselves name the price
or its value to you.

The climax occurs in the elcA'cnlh verse,
and Is--, Ave think, a surprise, and quite a
pleasing one.

You Avlll notice, in this verse, tA'o words
are omitted in each line. If you desire to
use this piecf, kindly advise by Avire
or letter, inclosing check or authorizing
me to draw on you, stating the amount,
and I Avlll Avrile or Avire, as you direct, the
omitted' words. The piece is complete
Avithoutthelast verse, Avhicli may heoiultlcd
ir your taste so directs. F . A. G.

Mr. F. A. G.'s orrer is accepted, and a
check in cnmpensation Ayill be .sent to
him by mall. The poem ToIIoaa-s- :

UAHYBBLLE'SGIFX TO SANTA CT.AUS.

In each eager, smiling race
You read, "Christmas is nearly here,"

As they hasten Troiii place to place
For tokens to tho-- c a1io are dear.

Buttorff's great store was athrong
With men, Avomcn, girls and boys,

And busy clerks, nil day long,
Selling dolls and games and toys.

"Will 'on please to on me,
Mr. Clerk," said a little tot,

"I a gift tor Santy
Something he ain't already dot.

"I's got a Avhole, big quarter-Un- cle

Ben gaA-- it to me
To buy a gilt Tor my little daughter;

She's my doll, 'Issie,' you see.

"I 'tended a cloak for 'Issie,'
'Cause her last ear's don't near Tit,

But Santy's been so good to me
She'll just haAo to go without it."

The clerk searched each shelf
"He's got that, you can put it back,

For,"' said the sweirt Utile elf,
"l'h seen a picture ol his pack."

"That's all Ave have." the clerk said:
"Then I am as nils able as can be,"

And drooped her curly head,
"'Cause 1 can't rind a girt ror Santy."

That night, alone in a big chair.
Sat our s'julsome elfin her gown",

"Round her form her golden hair
Fell in clusters soft as doAvn.

"Tonight. Pant' Clans will be here;
1 most know he'll bring me a ring.

He'll think I don't love him. I fear.
'Cause 1 never giA-e- s him anysing."

Still, deep in thought, she sat,
Then gleamed her big. blue eyes.

As it flashed through her mind that
She hud a girt Santy might prize.

There they lay, a
Theys . but how'll he tell?

I just Avon t cover . that'll sIioav
They was the Baby Belle."'

Now sleep, SAveet child, in perfect peace-Ty- pe

of all in man that's goo- d-

Tbv joy Avill never cease.
While lasts thy gratitude.

It be quite impossible for the reader
to get the spirit or tins poem wlthouut
readlug its author's explanation, and that
i& at once our apology and excuse tor
printing botn. In one way only are we

at odds with .Mr. F. A. G. we do not
AVish the missing Aords in the eleventh

verse sent to us either by mail or by wire.

We prefer the poem as It is.

The-- e is an unpleasant report that the

battleship Maine has been firing on Ameri-

can merchant schooners off the harbor or

Key Wet Wc hope It Is not true. The

appropriate Senate committee should take
notice if it be true.

All good Republicans will be grieved to

learn that the official and license bond

business in New York is departing from

the Piatt surety concern and seeking that
recently established by the ("raker interest.

It is to be I e.i red that the Senator was

not sharp enough In that ante election deal-H-

Muiuld have protected his trust co

If then is one thing some people cannot
statnlit is prosperity! This undoubtedly was

the case with the two Philadelphia banks

just ascended. " McKinley prosperity was
too much for them.

England, aged :ind In isolation, would be

glad tc- - have a European mate. She

has proposed marriage to Italy, and ottered
a Joint honeymoon trip to Chusan, China

But Ualyderlincs, and announcosn previous

engagement to Germany. It appears that
England aa ill have to live ind die a political

old maid. Not one or the continentals will
liaAe her.

There are many conrilctiug reports re-

garding Great. Britain's intentions in China.

On" is, that Japan is to be backed In

action against Russia and Ger-

many, and it, is of a kind to secure

credence in Japan. But the better opin-

ion would seem to be that Lord Salisbury
Will not fight, but avIH take anything he

can get; failing which, as usual, he will

take his medicine and say notldng. As

tar as Euroiean countries are concerned,
England seems to haA"c lost both the dls
position and ability to make n a bluff

nudging; by Appen ranees.
(From the Chicago Journal.)

While A"isiting friends in Humboldt
count;, IcAva, little Mary, AVho av.is

three and four years or age, aid
myself Avent out for a Aralk. A cater-
pillar cruAA-lin- on the bideAvnlk as we
AAeut tl.iougli the gate ciused little Mary
to ask many questions. The following
eA"ening, Ahile taking our usual Avalk, we
Avent to her papa's office, AA"hich a as
halt a mile from their home, and there,
by the office door, AAa3 another cater-
pillar. Mary, all excitement, remarked:

"I pist noticed that it lias taken
that caterpllier one day to come from our
house to papa's office."

A IseAv Occupation.
(I'lom the Atchison Globe.)

We liaA-- e often wotulered that some
smart child, finding tne chimney very
small, iloeti noc spend her money on a bot-
tle ot auti-ln- t for Santa Claus. The
mot hers should spring this story. Writing
letters foi Santa Claus, and putting them
in the stoA'e has lost its favor.

His Prlvnte Honor.
(From the Chicago Journal.)

Fiankleigh I think I Iiia'c natun.ly a
fine sense of personal honor.

Tankleigh Indeed?
Frankleigh Yes--, I alAvays hesitateja long

ing.
ik

time before r do a really mean

CAPITOL GOSSIP.

What more particularly attracts the at-

tention of the stranfeel When isitllngthe
Capitol is the delved", AVorn cut and un-

clean appearance ofl the lobby ot the
House, and the fho"i1fly furniture that is
supposed to decorataSit. The walls aie
begrimed, the glldtjfig! is turning black
and the riescoingpwhlgh atone time aams a
"thing of beaut &'- - WAV falls far short
of being a "joyrorev6r?r The cheap wood-

work or the furniture, the sheddy led
plush thalcoTcriijhAiid the fiadlydisplayed.
portraits of fcom&f&llyjbad statesmen,
the emanations olljftiivrior artKB, create
the Impression that t,he lobby is a Aveak im-

itation or a hotel coirlilor instead of a
lounging place fortbe lawmikers of the
nation. Sonic day, perhaps, the House
will by somo fortunate accident obtain
a member who ha,s taste and refinement
and energy sufficienb; to cause tl'ifce eAils

to be remedied and the lobby to be made
a portion or the Capitol that Avill denote
refinement and culture .

A gentleman who isjo'i CI.0SC 'cr.us
Avith Speaker Reed said" yesterday Mint

lie Avould rot be at all' mu prised to see
the Speaker become the champion of Cuba
be fori thcprcsentsesslon or Congress closes.-Th-

gentleman in question said that while
it Aas generally the impression that Die

Speaker had a profound respect for the
opinions of certain AA'all stteet rinaic'ers.
and that his Inclinations Avere oftentimes
to follow their advice, yet he had a deeper
inteiebt in the result ot the election for
members oT Congress next rail, and his
continuation in poAver as the great Amer-

ican czar.
"The Speaker,"-eai- the talkative gen-

tleman, "more than fears a tidal wave
next fall. It is in The air and he feels It.
lie is iioaa convinced that unless bo.ue
ueAV and A'cry popular issue is off ered the

public, that the next House aviII

be overwhelmingly Democratic and his
rclgu AAl'dbcatan end,.ind the beginning
of the of the Administration
Avlll have been inaugurated. The most
popqjar moA"c that can now be Instituted
the Speaker belieA'cs, is for the Rpjb-Ucan- s

to acknoAvledge the belligerency
of Cuba, sIioav a stnmg front to 3pain
and In so doing gain the appro'. il of
everyone except a fcAV bondholders and
brokers One or the incidents in recent his
tory th:.t convinces him of the Avisdom
oi" such a move Is the uiiiA-ers- indorse-
ment the people gave Mr. Cleveland, at
a lime Avhen he av.is very unpopular, when
he sent to Congress his Venezuela note.
Twcntv four hours before that document
avus made public Mr. CIcA'elaud could not
haA'c been elected a poundkeeper. T"V

days after the paper avus generaUyknoA--

he jumped into a popularity Avhicli, prop-
erly guided, might hae (hanged the his-

tory or the country, Mr. Reed believes In
making some such coup, and I think that
before Congiess adjourns he Avill see tlut
the recognition or Cuba's rights is good
politics and that thp House recognizes
them." . i

T rh
Mr. William A.toue, or Pennsylvania. Is

paasing theChrlsijmasJiolldays in his
Stale Ik is ucOidlei however, ror he is
engaged in theeftort of persuading S3 ia:or
Quay aivd someidhers that Represent Hive
Stone is i he only. Republican in the State
entitled U the nomination ror gorir-m- r

Mr. Stent belieA'cs lie will secure the
nomiimtl"n lie will Kiioaa more about It

when Congress reassumblps, and IT he ob-

tains Senator Quay's hupport, as he pk
puds, he will at. once begin an :ictic

.campaign, laying the foumtatiou In 'his
city andexteudlng the work later on to the
Keystone State, t

Arter the holiday recess mi omnibus public
building bill is to be 'const ractcd and
pushed tlnoiigh the House. The delega-
tions iioav at '".oik upon this measure
arc tho-- e Horn I'ennsylA'utln, Ohio, In-

diana, and Illinois Avluch combination
aggregates about oluhty otefl The plan
Is to let the State delegations together
and agiec on what will haA'e to be done
to coi tiol enougn A'otes to put the me is.ire
throng! the House. It Is not the inten ion
to lead tin bill Avith all sorts or builr't-ih- ,

in sni'il1 toAAr.s and out or the way places,
but to pioAide such structures as
may be t.liso'utely needed In the la'g-- r

cities .did Avhicli IiaAt- - been prewired
by the policy ot the Speaker. Th lew
public buildings at Ohio, and
Indlanai oil. Ind., are Illustrations or
Avhat Is sought to be accomplished. It
Is (height that by glA-in- eacli Stare
one grxd building enough Aotes can be
gatheicc to enable the combine
to snap its fingers at Mr. Reed and defy
the piuo-ssiora- l economists.

The met iioaa at oik expect to gt mo
their amusements s of tie Aote
of tliMIoiise.Theexpciidlturesuuder this bill
will b. limited tonottoexceed $25,000,000.
and ecu this large sum will not take in
more than one-hal- f the public bulk'i.ig
bills iioav pending. It is not tie inten-
tion to appiopiiatc all this money at 'a e.
The work Avill be. put under the contract
system, and the expenditures aviII thus bo

spread out oer four or i'Ia-- years. Iuis-iiiuc- h

as; it would require a jury to secure
sites and prepare plans, the friends of hc
scheme say not a dollar Avould le need Hi

durlhi. the next twcHe mouths. It re-

mains tc he Men Avbeth-U- the proposition
can be rushed through the House In the fu.e
of the opposition of the Committee on Ap-

propriation;, and the Speaker.

Senators Vest and Jonas of Alkansas,
have exchanged seats. This deal puts
Senatoi Vest In the front roAV next to ids
colleague. Senator Cockrell, and nuts Air.

Jones in the second row, next to his
Air. Berry. The cat Mr. Vest

is the one betAveen Senators dor
man and that formerly occupied by .Mr.
B'ackburii. Now that Mr. Gorman has
lost Jils legists tine and avIH not be re-

turned Mr. Vest's friends haA"c jokingly
suggtsted that he got out of a vicinity
Avhicli appeared to be under the spill of
a hoodoo for fear he might eventually
suffer the same fate. Mr. Vest's term
runs until 1903, hoAVeA"er, and he lins.itMe
to fear .just iioav.

Senator PritcJjartt 'will icsumc his in
vestigation of the operation or the civil
service re form law in the departments on
the 6th of next month, the day aftar the
Senate again coiiA-cne- One of the

to be examincd'will be Col. Brackett,
chief of tLc appointment of the
Treasu'yI)epartment. Senator Pritchard
proposes to rind out,, if possible, if influ-
ence is successfully Used in securing ap-

pointments in tjie.ojp.ssified service, and
it the eligible lstU strictly adhered to.
There are rumors 'flying about the Capitol
that Such is notN tliecasc.:,

An ExchsjO for It.
IFiom Tribune.)

Reader (of pubilshtng housp) My dear
sir, this story ofyoursisuttcrlyunprJntable,
and even if AVe toolc the risic ot publishing
it the book never could be taken into a
decent family.

Literary Man Good heavens! You haA-en- 't

read the preface. I didn't A"Hte the story.
It's a translation from the Russian.

Reader (taking the manuscript again)
Pardon me. I had not noticed that. We'll
print the book and it Avill be a tremendous
success.

The Januaiy Atlantic Monthly is about
as Interesting a magazine as one could
hope to find p1uted in this or any other
countiy, the list of contributors, including
Thomas Wc'itAVorth Higginson: F. n

Smith, Gilbert Parkei, John Mmr,
Kate .Douglas Wiggin-- , Florence ConA-erse- .

aud J. Flirr-a- Coar. Mr. E. L. Godkin.
of the N'cav York EA'ening Post, also writes.

THE .AMERICAN ARMY, 1897.,

"An examination of the Army Jtegister
brings out a number of interesting facts
in regard to the changes during the past
year. In all, no less than fifty-thre- e

officers liaAe been transferred to the re-

tired list since last January, of whom no
less than tAYelA'c Avere generals an unprcce-dentedl- y

large number for so short a space
of time," says the New York EA'ciiing Post.
"Muring the enme period seven ofricers,
one captain and six lieutenants, have re-

signed, tAvo lieutenants have been dishon-
orably dismissed and sixteen officers on
the active list have died. The retired list
has been (Increased by the death of forty-on- e

ofilcers of e"ery rank, from mi
to tccond lieutenant, among whom

was the sole remaining survivor of the
Avar of 18 12, Lieut. .Michael Moore. The
usual Increase oT-t- retired list is, there-
fore, quite small this year, being only
tAvelA-e-

, Avhicli makes it about CO." strong,
Avhereas, in former years, OAVing to addi-

tional retirement laws, the increase has
been marked.

"It is probable that in the future the
letlrcd list avIII stay at about its present'
sleimill 10H3, when it should considerably
inciens'; with the passing to it or many
Avar veterans, the youngest of whom will"
then, be sixty years .old. Most or the
retirements this year have been A'oluntnry
or for disability, aud ir this AVerc not the
case, promotion AVouid ha'e proceeded
very sloAvly, as comparatively few orrieers
leached the age limit On the Avhole,
hoAvevci, It has been an excellent year
for promotion, except in the hopelessly
blocked ajtlllery, as thirty-eigh- t second
lleuteiiatits of infantry and tAvcnty-threeo- r

cavalry have reached the next highest rank.
There aie still a number or this year's
giaduates u West Point unprovided With

second lieutenancies, all or Avhom are
iioav attached to regiments as additional
second lieutenants. The number of s,

although only seven, is much
larger than usual, and shows how greatly
men In the United States service cling
to their commissions, particularly as sca'-er-

of these AVcre forced to resign to avoid
court-marti- end probable dismissal.

"In other services resignations arc or
daily occurrence. Eighteen hundred and
ninety-seve- n has also been one or the TeAv

years since the Avar in AVhioh no oifieer-- .

and men hr.ve lost their lives Avliile on
duty, with the exception or a private
on mall seivue in the YelloAvstone Park
this Avcek. It has been a very quiet year
ou the Avhole, although the troops have,
doiie moie practice marching than for
some j ears, and a. number of companies
in A'arious parts of the country have been
called out because of Indian disturb-
ances In. four or five States.

"In putting Capt. David L. Brainard,
of the subsistence department, in charge
of, the supply smil food part of the Klon-
dike relief expedition, Secretary Alger
chose the man Avho had been farther
north than any one else until Xiuseii
made his ice journey. Brninard, then u cav-
alry sergeant, Avas a member of tfieGreely
expedition, and accompanied Llnt. Lock
AVood on his dash for the pole, for wlikh
service tie received his second lieutenancy
from Congress direct in 3 8S6.

"His Aroth experience under Greelv
should be ol invaluable aid in Alaska,
particularly in knowing Avliat not to do.
Major Louis II. Rueicer, Fourth Cavalry.
Avhom Gen. Merriam has appointed to the
command if the expedition itself . reached
Ills present rank this year, and has had
considerable exerietice in hard ivinter
Indian campaigns. He. is a man of

and inured to hardships. The
War Department has received a number
of applications ror this detail from officers
eager to break the monotony of garrison
life by a trip to the Klondike.

"The army has been so long a victim
of experiments and needless changes that
most neAv propositions, unless t'.'ey are of a
really dangerous nature, are receiA"ed In
silence- - Adjt Gen. Breck's newly nrv
posed appiesuice tormed alon-lin- es

similar to those or the XaA"y ap
pretulce system, avIH not be receded avIMi
any great ei thiisiasm by the majority or
the orricers. It is generally held in
Europe that to make a man a soldier two
years of the hardest kind or Avork is nece-sar- y.

but Gen- - Breck not only desires 10
make picked soldiers out oT thee ap-

prentices, but aleo expect" to l:aA"e then,
taught a ttade as AVell- - Another of his
Ideas to localize these battalions, so that
certain States or communities will Mipply
the material for them and take a great
prlit- - in them will bring up an old problem.
Some years aeo Capt. Jacob G. Galhr.tiih
established recruiting stations in Iowa v itn
the object to filling up hir, regiment, the
Fir.sr, c.ialry, Avith natives if that State,
Avith a to making It in a way an
IoAva regiment. For one reason or auot
the scheme fell through although Capt.
GalhralirV pergonal efforts brought in a
good many IoAva recruits.

"TneneAvbatteryotheavyarlillcry wlir
guards the DelaAvare at Finn's Point, Xe
lerFey. has been named Tort Mutt, in Ik no
of Gen. Gersbom Mott, of New Jersey. avIw

at one time commanded the Third DiAnns.
of thcSrrond Army Corp. Although mere
than oni-bal- f or the regularartillcryisa
tioticd at forts Avberc there are no modern
guns, the War Department thisweckgT.e
oat a list of twenty-lAv- o posts at which gar
rions Avould 'soon be Iniperatiicly re
quired.' With a deft ute or Avordf. the i
port add? that 'there aie no trcups Avhk
can be assigned to these Avithouttaking the.
from other stations,' and, of couise, fails to
add that neatly half of there "oth-- r

aro wholly without modern guns, auo
therefore do not need their present garrisons
of one-ha- our artillery at all.

"The rast week has seen the granting t.
the usual large number of Christmas leave-o-r

absence, and the adoption oCa rewgny
color for all Army tentage. legglns an .

canvas clothing generally. The drab ma
terial will, it is extcctcd, attract tte tajt
of the sun and hostile bullets less and "il.--i

be mon tearly ATaterproof than that us m

hitherto."

MB. WIUGIIT A SCHOOL TRCSTEi:

"VVelUvtioAvii Colored Man Sneered.
Mr. Br nee on the Board.

Mr. Thomas H. Wright, a colored clerk
in the Department of Justice, has been
appointed a school trustee in the place o!

Blanche IC. Bruce, avIio residue;:
rrom tin. school board a month ago Mr.
Wright is well knoAvn by the colored people
of the city and was liberally recommended
by some of the most prominent or them.

Mr. Bruce urged his appointment, as dh.
alo Bishop Arnett and Bishop HurvU, of
the African M. L Church.

Mr. Wright is a nati-- e or the city and
has here all his life. He received his
education in the public schools He is a
past grand master of the 1. 0. O. P., and
was largely instrumental in the purchatc
of a site aud the erection of Odd FeKo"vs'
Hall on M street. He delivered the dedi-
catory addresser the hall. He is a trustee
of the Metropolitan A. M. E. Church.

In 1870 he was appointed to a position
in the Department of Justice and avks
rapidly promoted to the office of record
and file clerk or the Court of Claims Bureau,
which office he still holds. He has charge
of the dockets of general jurisdictioiit
Congressional, departmental, and District
of Columbia cases.

There were several other applicants lor
the position among the coloied people.

It Is said that other changes In the
school board may soon be made.

More Advice.
(From the Atchison Globe.)

Don't expect enthusiasm from your
friends if yon give sensible presents; i t j
impossible to wvc over flannel shirts ite
same as over cut glass.

gfeyh

fi was?.

We wish yoir the merriest Christ-
mas you ever enjoyed.

We're closed all day except for
the hour this morning we open- - to
make our annual distribution ok one
hundred Ulsters to the deserving little
chaps who have been selectedctovre-ceiv-e

them.

Saks and Company
"Saks' Corner." Leaders in Five Cities.

JJL'ICK js so. i:i.
r.ute'-- t liaulc Kiiilifsnrler to He I'.ir-don-

by tin; rre-sitlen-

President McKinley chief holiday paidon
Avent this year to William E. Burr. Jr., as

In yesterday's Time's.
Bun was formi-!.-- ca.-hl- of the St.

Louis National Bank .tnd he was er.-:i-

a tei m i. the Stat? penitent iarvat Jeff-'.-sot- i

City, Mo. He avus Jan.i.iry
"7, lS0(J,"to fiAC yea is Imprison. t lor
emlMi?Ienu:iil.

The poidon Avill reach Jefferson f'ity
'n tune to pei. nit Burr to eat
(linnet Ii- - St. Louis Avith his family.

Biiir'h pardon l lue, it is mm!, to the
untiring effort on the part or Col. Rk'nrd
C. Kerens, a St. Louis banker, whocollec'ed
a long list of strong petition for ve

clemency fiom pruminent .Mlssofti-i'i"- .

Senators Vest and Cockrell also in'ei .jte!
themelAes In Burr's behalf, t is sr id.
Burr's-- shortage v.--c made good ' - his
rather and friend, and t.heie Avas no pro-

test, on the part of th- - bank olfl mis,
agains' clemency.

President McKinley's prrdiloctlon toward
the pardoning of men convicted and sen-
tenced, for offenses simitar to Burr-- i has
become to marked as to be a matter of
wondering comment.

Since he Avent into office President
has granted pardon to thirteen

i r bank funds. T"r list is as
rolUA-.s- :

A;oii7(. II. CrawTonl, Missouri, senteii ed
Octubet &, fiA-- e yearj: pardoned
May &.

Harry I.. Mai tin. .sentenced February 't
lStH), five jvais; pardoned April '2.

Henry u. Kennedj, Pennsylvania,
Septemler 10, IM'i, ten years;

pa rdt tied May 21.
John M. AVail, Ohio, Sentenced jril

27, 1S!)7, 'iAe years; pardoned October:.
Frederick E. Hdgar, New York, sentenced

May t, IStii: pardoned June 1.
A'.'lilirir. K. Burr. jr.. Missouri. ii
Chat lei U. Fleilmi-mn- . Illinois, cea

teiiced Bccenilisr S, 3SUG, five years
pardoned June 2S.

Frederick L. Kent. Missouri, ente:: d
SeiHmbcr 7, ISO'.l, ten years; i,frdo.i-- d
July 7.

Ld'.vard R. Carter. New l'ork. sent'-nce-

January D, , six yearsandK uonths;
pardoned Julj !). - t . . . -

Francis A. Coffin. Indiana, oenten-e- l

October 20, 1813, eight years- - pan'mtd
Seiitember '.)

Lewi Redwine, GeorgiT, I Jan-
uary 12. lSf't, six years; jiardoned

2C.
Stephen M- - VoWiiii Nev.- - Mexico.

April 17. 11)4, rive years d

NovemV-- r 10.
Frei'erlcl- - A'. Griffin. Illinois, sentenced

May . 1P.", He year; iicdo.i-- No-

vember 22.
William H. Burr. jr.. Missouri.

Janur.ry 27. ISlMi. fiAe years d

Decemlier 22.

Mrs. AVilcov ut AVoi-k- .

(Fiom the Cle'-'da- Leader.;
Ella Wheeler Wilrox r.as lien AvritiiTS

ome more poems of las-ic- n. and after i
areful peiusal or iavo r tluee or them

ve are cola meed that she is juntas power- -
ul as eAcr in the passion bnmcss. in one

if her recent outbursts she ""love N
!ik I he sunlight thart -- eta thi world
xblaC " and in another poem that, could
it be soul up there, wouh' make theciimat- -

if the Klondike more comfortable than It
.siio'.a she Infoims her love that she
Uke to feed upon him a the kingbird feeds

on the heart or the bee, arter which .she
,ioes on to say:
't. the south Avmd kifes ti.e leaf at will.

From the leaf of thy lips I would drh.k mv
rni.

But her highest flizht is attained in a
htil; pcem entitled "ir I Were a R.i.u

rop ' which. Avitu the reader's perii..s
ion. we will quote in full.

If I Avere a raindrop and you were a leaf,
1 Avould bui.st rrom the cloud aliove you
And He on your breast in a raptureof rest
And Ioa'c you, Ioac you, love you!

IT I were a brown bee and you wen-- a rose
I Avould fly to you, Ioa"c, nor miss you:
1 would sip and sip rrom your nectar lip
Aud kiss you, kws you, kiss you:

If T were a doe. dear, and you werea brook.
All, what would 1 do then, think 'on?
I would kneel by your bank. In the grasses

dank,
And dunk you, drink you, drink you!

Th're is one nice thing ahout Mrs.
She seldom leaves the reader

in th dark as to hei meaning. When her
heart becomes rilled to bursting Avith pas-

sion she pours it out. aud Avhen she
the world generally ha-- , a pretty

clear f Avhat the contents Avere.

In this connection It may not be nut of
plao to say that Ave do not approve or the
remarks of a big, coarse man who, after
reading the "Raindrop." said"

II I were jour hub and you were my wire.
You lovely, darling dear, jou,

1 do not think I'd leave pen and ink
'Hound near you. near you, near you.

A man with such an id a has no business
to read poetry. He lias no soul.

A TiizzlCd Voimslcr.
)From the Chicago Ne.AV.(

Harry was readlug in a Stuiday-- hoot

papei tr.e story or a having
been eaten by cannibals. "Paisi.'' he isk-e-

"Avlll the ini.ssionary go to he--i ven'.'"'

'VTes, my son."' replied the father.
"And vrlll the cannibals ;o there, too?"

queried the youthful student- -

"No '' was the reply.
And aftei thinking the matter over for

some time, the little fello.v exclaimed:
"Well. I don't sec how the missionary

can go tc- - heaven If the cannibals don't-whe- n

he's Inside the cannibals."

"ot 2Cecerily Soft.
(Fiom the Atchison Globe.)

It doesn't folIoAv because n man talks
feelingly of the Christ Child, or Vale-tide- ,

that he is any more of a pudding
when his v. omn folks ask him foi Christm i ?

spending money. -ij

A Hisc In Oil.
(From the Chicago News.)

Bultet- t- Lambley made $50,000 by a
single transaction in oil yesterday.

Bearett Is it possible? Ho.v did he
inanagi it?

Bullfctt A rich auntjst his tried to start
a fire with a can yC it.y

WOODWARD
and

lOfch, 11th and P Sts. N. W.,

invite attention to their se-

lections and direct importa-
tions from Paris, from
Lyons, from St. Gall of

Eveniog Gown

Stuffs
for the Debutante, for Re-

ceptions, for Weddings, for
Dinner Parties, for Theater
Parties, for Balls, for all
Fashionable Occasions and
Social Functions. Rich
Laces, Tulles, Chiffons,
Mousselines, Silks, Wools
and a vast variety of other
fabrics that are now so gen-

erally shown by the leading
Paris modistes.

Monday, Dec. 27,
SALE OF

Hurt and Damaged

BOOKS,
Made necessary by the great crowds
which thronged our Book Store
during the days before Christmas.
Some of the Books have the cover
scratched; some are finger marked;
some arc a bit battered, while
others are of a style of biudiug
that hasn't met with general favor.
In every case the readiug matter is
com ; lete and as good as ever.

Hundreds of volumes are repre-
sented, including Standard Au-

thors, Pcetrj--, Recent Fiction,
Birthday Boos, Historical Works,
Illustrated Gift Books, Essays.
Cook Books, Books for grown boA--s

and girls, Books for little children,
etc.. etc.

In order to close out the entire
collection we have made the fol-

lowing

VtMT Decided Price lU'dnction?:

Were 25c and 35c.

Were 50c and 65c.

fZ

Were 75c and Si.

Were S5c to 1.25.
On Center TaWes 1 Basement

The Wigwam
WILL BREAK CAMP

Monday Evening
"v

WS0NJVSSs

Capt. C. AV. liTGGS.

But one more day remains to
purchase the quaint Indian Tro-

phies. As a special inducement
we will sell during this last day

50 RUGS,
Former Pr'ces, $4, S5 and S6,

Your Choice of
the Entire Lot,

Other quaint Curios at less than
Indian prices.

Third Floe- -

ffootMuJLotliroj


